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bution of streams. It varies enormously. For in-
stance, in the village we are describing there are eleven
yu which vary from eight mow to more than nine
hundred mow (II-2). The bigger the size, the more
difficult it becomes to fit it into the process of collective
drainage. To meet the need of urgent and efficient
work, the big yu must be divided into smaller drainage
units, which are called cien. Larger dykes are con-
structed to separate cien from one another. These
dykes are also used as the main roads 4n the farm.

The plan of the lay-out of the farm is illustrated
in Map IV. It is much simplified but sufficient to
show the principles just described.

2, RICE CULTIVATION

The land is mainly, not exclusively, used for the
cultivation of rice. The present study will be
restricted to this aspect.

Rice cultivation starts in June. A small piece of
ground is prepared as a nursery for the young shoots.
Seeds are sown in the nursery. In about one month
the rice has grown to about thirty centimetres in
length. During this period the young shoots do not
need much space but require more care in water
regulation. It is thus convenient and economical to
keep them in a small space while the main field is
under preparation.

Before the young shoots can be transplanted into the
main field, the soil must be prepared. Preparation
consists of breaking, refining and levelling the soil,
and then of irrigation. All the work is done by human
labour. One characteristic of the agricultural work in
this region is the absence of animal labour. As we
shall see later, the size of the farm is small and the